144     EXPLICABLE  AND  INEXPLICABLE

When one speaks to the Soviet people of
hypotheses such as these, they merely shrug
their shoulders and smile. Why should we,
they say, if we wanted to falsify the facts, resort
to such difficult and dangerous expedients as
spurious confessions ? Would it not have been
simpler to forge documents ? Do you think
that., instead of letting Trotsky make highly
treasonable speeches through the mouths of
Soviet Pjatakov and Radek, we could not much more
easily have brought before the eyes of the
world highly treasonable letters of his, and
documents which would have proved his associ-
ation with the Fascists much more directly?
You have seen and heard the accused: did
you get the impression that their confessions
had been extorted ?

Indeed I did not. The men who stood before

the court were  not tortured  and  desperate

MiHeupf people before their executioner. There was no

the trial f     r

justification of any sort for imagining that
there was anything manufactured, artificial,
or even awe-inspiring or emotional about these
proceedings.